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 Celebrating 132 Years! 

 

Dear Members and Friends 

 

A Happy and Blessed New Year to all of you.   

Please permit me to join in with others throughout the  Sec-

ond Baptist Church Family in congratulating our Sunday 

School teachers, Staff, and Mrs. La Tonya Ellis-Beverly for 

an ñOutstandingò Christmas Program.  Our church was 

taken to a higher level in enjoying the Christmas Spirit by 

the superior work  of Mrs. Zena Wilkerson, Mrs. Patricia Edwards and Mrs. Marcine 

Carroll in the production of ñChristmas at The White House.ò  Music Directors Mr. 

Jay DeVaughn and Mr. Calvin Bateman helped with the ñSounds of Music.ò   When 

you see them and members of the cast please  offer words of ñthank youò for a job 

well done. 

 

The days of building the ñVision 2008 ï Second Baptist Church Community 

Center (SBCCC)ò Facility are here.  The labor and leadership of Deacons Bruce 

Scott, Robert Carter, Charles Thurston and Trustee Louis Levy, and Attorney 

Johnny Thomas have been phenomenal.  The names of Trustee Marie Thurston, 

Jacqueline Jemerson, Renee Moore, Elonda Russ and your name must be added to 

those who labored to bring us to this point in the fulfilling of ñThe Vision.ò In my 

heart all of your names are permanently etched in annals of great builders.  You are 

the brave and courageous individuals who saw the vision and moved forward to meet 

the needs of our church and community and ñthrough it all God has smiled on us.ò 

 

Second Baptist Church  hosted the San Antonio Chapter of The National Association 

For The Advancement Of Colored People (NAACP) in celebrating their Annual Ju-

bilee Day, Sunday January 8, 2012, at 4:00 P.M.  The accomplishments of the past 

fifty years would not have been possible without the phalanx of nonviolent soldiers 

who marched with the Rev. Dr. Martian Luther King, Jr., in the South, the North, the 

East and the West, and all who have assumed the leadership, since his death, by con-

tinuing to prod Americaôs conscience with incessant assaults on the injustice, depri-

vations, and oppression that still exist.  The NAACP reminds us that there are yet 

challenges to the United States Constitution that have not been met, and we are 

called upon to launch new programs if these blueprints for democracy are to be trans-

lated from theory to practice.  As we celebrate ñJubilee Day, M. L. King, Jr. Day and 

Black History Month,ò let us be sure to reflect on the path that our members Mr. 

Harry Burns, Rev. Claude Black, Rev. S. H. James, Jr.  and Rev. John H. Sanders, Jr. 

cleared for us to enjoy a better day of freedom.  

   

The Shepherd Loves The Sheep 

Robert L. Jemerson, Sr. Pastor 
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With the devastating economical crisis 

of the century, earthquakes, fires and 

catastrophic disasters of the hurri-

canes, we have so much to be thankful 

for, however, those of us with jobs, 

have much to be grateful for. We must 

continue to pray for our coun-

try.  What a good time to start imple-

menting those New Year resolutions!  

Democrats faulted Republicans for 

refusing to budge on an anti-tax 

pledge and Republicans accused De-

mocrats of rejecting an offer to raise 

revenue along with spending cuts.  

If the current trigger remains, the con-

sequences of failure will fall dispro-

portionately on discretionary pro-

grams, with the Congressional Budget 

Office estimating that 71 percent 

would come from these programs such 

as education, the environment, trans-

portation, housing assistance and vet-

eransô health care. The cuts would 

come in addition to the first round of 

cuts as part of the Budget Control Act.  

Lawmakers on a special debt- reduc-

tion committee are poised to announce 

they failed to reach agreement and 

dissolve congressional gridlock, kick-

ing tax and spending issues into the 

2012 election year.  

Reaching a deal on the payroll tax 

holiday had complicated passage of a 

year-end spending measure to keep the 

government funded and avoid a shut-

down. 

Senators were on track to pass a $915 

billion spending package to fund the 

government through the end of the 

fiscal year, in September, and sent it to 

the White House for the presidentôs 

signature. The House approved the 

package, which includes funds for 

states hit by recent disasters on De-

cember 23, 2011, 

 Growing up in rural Texas, my par-

ents stressed the importance of voting. 

They taught us how important it was 

to learn about the local and national 

issues which would affect our lives.  

Election 2012 is going to be here be-

fore we know it. It was not very long 

ago when some citizens were not al-

lowed to vote. It is our civic duty to 

cast a vote at the ballot concerning the 

issues and let our voices be heard.  We 

must ensure that individuals register to 

vote. The necessary documents re-

quired are:  Voterôs Registration card, 

and Photo Identification.   

The Photo Identification can be ob-

tained by going to the State Depart-

ment of Transportation; the Voter 

Registration card may be obtained  

from the County Elections office. 

Prior to voting, visit your Precinct to 

familiarize yourself with where you 

will actually need to vote.   

Young voters have good reasons to 

study the party policies being pro-

moted in this year's general election 

campaign.  

National would deal with the wages 

they are paid at the start of their work-

ing lives (it favors lowering wages for 

many teenagers); while Labor would 

lengthen their working lives by raising 

the age of eligibility for National Su-

perannuation to 67.  

A day before the closing of the printed 

rolls for the election,  the  

 Continued on Page 14 
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Ministering Through Music      By Lafayette  
Pastoral Care  

Prayer 

Sick and Shut-In 

In Memoriam 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

8:00 AM 

Early Morning Service 
 

9:40 AM 

Sunday School 
 

11:00 AM 

Morning Worship Service 
 

6:30 PM 

Wednesday Midweek Service 

Mrs. Lizzie Barefield 

 

Mrs. Sarah Jane Bell 

 

Mr. Cottrell Brackett 

  

Mrs. Dorothy Carson    

  

Mr. Marcellus Cooper 

 

Trustee Royal Hammond 

 

Mrs. Gloria Holliday 

 

Mr. Isaac Holliway 

  

Mrs. Erma Jackson 

 

Mrs. Jeraldine Johnson 

  

Mrs. Iva Maxey 

  

Mrs. Ethel McDonald 

 

Mrs. Carolyn Meadors 

 

Mr. Delbert Meadors 

 

Mr. Avery Nious 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Pete 

 

Mrs. Julia Ratcliff  

 

Mrs. Barbara Reed 

 

Ms. Deborah Richardson 

 

Mrs. Norvella Roberts  

 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Russell  

 

Mrs. Sallie Todd 

 

Mrs. Ira Bell Wysocki  

Mrs. Beatrice Dixon 

Mrs. Sharon Miller 

Mrs. Delores Stewart 

Welcome New Members Sick and Shut-In 

Tony Allen 

Jay Reed Crosby 

Carnelis Jackson 

Doris Richardson 

Jessica Ross 

Kenya Weatherspoon 

Shelly Williams 

 

 

O Eternal God, who has commit-

ted to us the swift and solemn 

trust of life, since we know not 

what a day may bring, but only 

that the hour for serving You is 

ever-present, may we wake to 

the instant claims of your holy 

will, not waiting for tomorrow 

but responding today.  We ask 

that You will move us to lay to 

rest the resistance of foolishness, 

indolence, selfishness, or fear for 

what tomorrow may hold.   

You have cautioned us, O Lord 

that You will require much of 

those to whom much is given: 

Grant that we, whose lot is cast 

in such goodly circumstances 

and so rich a heritage, may strive 

together through generosity, dili-

gence, and our earnest labors to 

complete the ambitious tasks to 

which we have set our hands and 

the programs we have pledged to 

undertake.    

May the dedication of the Sec-

ond Baptist Church Community 

Center be a symbol and a re-

minder of our dedication to 

serve this community, and above 

all else we ask that You bestow 

Your blessings  upon this church  

as we continue  this labor of love 

in Your holy name. 

 

All this we ask of You our 

Heavenly Father. Amen 
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SBC Spotlight                                   By Marie Thurston, Ph.D.

Chairman of the Trustee Board 

Dr. Louis B. Levy and Mrs. Betty 
Ann Brown Levy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1956, when the U. S. Army sent 

Louis Levy to San Antonio, he decided 

that even though that specific tour of 

duty was brief, he really liked San An-

tonio. It was a good thing that he liked 

San Antonio for wherever his tour of 

duty took him, it seemed to be fol-

lowed by an assignment to San Anto-

nio.  Following an assignment to Ger-

many, he came back to San Antonio 

for the Officer Career Course, then to 

Rochester to cool off and enjoy the 

snow. Walter Reed beckoned for a few 

years and then, you guessed it, back to 

San Antonio for a very long 12 year 

active duty tour and another opportu-

nity to soak up the sun. In addition to 

Germany and San Antonio, the Levyôs 

enjoyed tours at Fort Hood, Texas; 

Rochester, New York, Walter Reed in 

Washington, D. C. and Heilbronn,  

Germany. After 24 years of active duty 

service, Dr. Levy retired, having risen 

to the rank of Colonel. Following re-

tirement, he moved with his family to 

Mobile, Alabama to ñget the Army out 

of my system and to teach at the Uni-

versity of South Alabama,ò he said. 

After two years, San Antonio beck-

oned, the Levyôs returned and Second 

Baptist again became their Church 

home, a move that continues to this 

day, much to Second Baptistôs delight.  

A prolific writer, Dr. Levy was also 

consulting Physicist for more than 

eighteen hospitals in San Antonio, 

Austin, Corpus Christi, Midland and 

Round Rock, Texas. He was appointed 

to the Texas Board of Licensure for 

Professional Medical Physicists by 

Governor George W. Bush. Dr. Levy 

was a Physicist for Radiology Group 

(8 years) and managing partner of Ra-

diological Physics Associates(11 

years), a full-time consulting firm that 

employed a staff of 32, including 7 full

-time and 5 part-time physicists. In 

2003, the Texas Radiological Society 

awarded Dr. Levy a Gold Medal  for 

outstanding service to radiology and 

radiologists in Texas.   

Both Lou and Betty Levy are quiet, 

servants who prefer to remain in the 

background, yet can be depended upon 

to get the job done.  He, from Abbe-

ville, La., and Betty, from Eunice, 

Louisiana, met at Southern University 

in Louisiana. They have been married 

for 54 years and are the proud parents 

of four children: three sons, two of 

whom were born in Germany; a daugh-

ter; seven grandchildren and four great 

grandchildren. While stationed in Ger-

many, with two small sons to care for, 

there was little time left for travel on 

the continent but they corrected that in 

1997 when they returned to Germany 

to visit the sights they had missed ear-

lier. Their three sons are Anthony 

(Finance/Accounting), a graduate of 

Texas Tech University who spent 25 

years in the Air Force and retired as a 

Colonel;  Louis (Physics/Engineering), 

graduate of the University of Texas at 

San Antonio and a member of our 

Sound System Ministry; David 

(Economics) a graduate of Texas Tech 

University  and daughter, Angela 

(Diagnostic Radiologist), a graduate of 

Trinity University and Southwestern 

University Medical School, who also 

retired from the military with the rank 

of Colonel.   

The Levyôs are hardworking members 

of Second Baptist. Betty serves as a 

member of the Mission Guild; Girl 

Scout Leader; Secretary, Hospitality 

Committee; President, Matrons Guild, 

Chairperson of Team #7, providing 

food service for Midweek Service; 

Member, Sunday School Class #1 and 

Member, Ministers, Deacons and Trus-

tees Auxiliary.  

Trustee Levy, in addition to serving as 

Chair of the Trustee Board, is a mem-

ber and newly elected Vice President, 

Senior Usher Board; Editor and Writer, 

Radiance Newsletter; Chairperson, 

Newsletter Committee; Chairperson, 

Salary Committee; Member, Team #7, 

Food Service Committee, Midweek 

Service; Member, Executive Building 

Committee for SBC Community Cen-

ter and Past Chairperson Menôs Day.  

PASTORôS COMMENTS 

There are many lessons the Levyôs 

have taught me.  Some are, Have 

confidence, Keep an open mind, 

Live life with integrity, Follow your 

passions and Donôt let failure over-

come you.  Dr. Levyôs life experi-

ence teaches us that soaring never 

just happens.  It is the result of a 

keen mind that is used to think 

clearly, courageously, and confi-

dently.  Because he has captured his 

thoughts he models a high degree of 

excellence. 

A man of few words, he possesses 

the ability to be powerful and per-

suasive in leading us to surpass limi-

tations and attain the heights for 

which God created us.  We are also 

motivated by his actions.  He is a 

superb leader with reliable and real-

istic solutions to difficult business 

and ministry problems.   

Dr. and Mrs. Levy are faithful and 

committed Christians who have 

passed on Christian values to their 

children, their grandchildren and 

their great grand-children. 

If you are around them for any pe-

riod of time you will receive massive 

doses of encouragement that will 

help you live above mediocrity. 
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SBC Spotlight                                        By Marie Thurston, Ph.D.  

FAITHFUL SERVANTS  

Trustee Royal Hammond and Mrs. 

Ola Jean Hammond 

There is an old saying that when there is 

an important job to be done and you 

want it done quickly, find a busy person 

to do it. Trustee Royal Hammond, Jr. 

perfectly fits the example of a busy per-

son doing something well. He not only 

worked diligently for his Church, he 

worked hard for his community. That 

should come as no surprise, for his Fa-

ther, Royal Hammond, Sr., for whom he 

is named, set the example by serving 

Second Baptist as both a Deacon and 

also as a Trustee. Both parents were very 

active at Second Baptist. His mother, 

Ruby Lee was a member of the Minis-

ters, Deacons and Trustee Wives, (now 

called Auxiliary). Trustee Hammond 

joined Second Baptist Church in the 

early 1950ôs and became a member of 

the Trustee Board at Second Baptist at 

the same time as Dr. Levy. Not only did 

Trustee Hammond serve Second Baptist 

Church as a member of the Chancel 

Choir, he directed the Chancel Choir for 

many years. 

Trustee Hammond, the sole male in a 

family of seven siblings, is a native of 

San Antonio. He attended Huston  

Tillotson College, Austin Texas, St. 

Maryôs University in San Antonio and 

earned a Masters degree from Texas 

Southern University in Houston, Texas.   

Trustee Hammond served his country 

and his community well, particularly in 

the field of Education. He was honorably 

discharged from the Air Force in 1958 

and shortly after, began his first teaching 

job that lasted for ten years at Douglas 

Junior High School, 1959-1969. From 

there he went to Sam Houston High 

School, 1969-1970; Irving Junior 

School, 1970-1971 Vice Principal, Per-

shing Elementary1977-1978; Jeff Davis 

Middle School, 1978-1990 and came full 

circle to serve again at Sam Houston  

High School as Principal, 1990-1993, the 

position from which he retired in 1993.  

Mrs. Hammond grew up in Seguin, 

Texas and graduated with a Bachelors 

degree in Education from Prairie View 

University; a Masters Degree in Coun-

seling from South West Texas State Uni-

versity and earned a Certificate in Ad-

ministration. She was a teacher, coun-

selor and coordinator for Guidance and 

Counseling in the SAISD for over 40 

years.    

The Hammonds have been married for 

41 years and are the proud parents of 

two sons, Rodrick Hammond and Royal 

Hammond, III and five grandchildren.  

PASTORôS COMMENTS 

Trustee Royal and Ola Jean Hammond 

are two people who care about excel-

lence.  They will tell you that excel-

lence is not only for the elite but it 

applies to us all.  They will show you 

how excellence is possible in educa-

tion, character and conduct.  I have 

seen in them and their children that 

excellence is not a one-upmanship 

with others, but a personal commit-

ment to becoming the best you can be.  

I have seen in the Hammonds people 

who are intellectual, biblically insight-

ful and personally motivating. 

Trustee Hammond as director of the 

Chancel Choir was committed to ex-

cellence.  For the choir to be good was 

not an option but an essential,  Colos-

sians 3:23 says, ñWhatever you do, 

work at it with all your heart, as work-

ing for the Lord, not for men.ò  It is 

refreshing to see Trustee Hammond 

working the Music Ministry for the 

Lord. 

As a Christian musician, he bore a 

high and holy responsibility to serve 

the church as an Ambassador for 

Christ.  In Trustee and Mrs. 

Hammond, I see great achievers and 

marvelous performers.  He with 

church music and education as a way 

of life and she  with parenting and 

education as Godôs call on her life.  It 

is a calling which shapes character and 

gives every area of life new significance.  

They are people of ña chosen race.ò 
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Pastor and Family Appreciation  

APPRECIATION AND  

RECOGNITION  SERVICE FOR  

REV. DR. AND MRS. ROBERT 

JEMERSON AND FAMILY  

By Deacon Alley Jackson 

On Sunday, September 11, 2011, we 

celebrated the completion of eighteen 

years of ministry for Rev. and Mrs. 

Robert L. Jemerson at Second Baptist 

Church.  Deacon and Mrs. Alley Jack-

son served as the Co-Chairpersons for 

this annual event 

Our guest speaker for the 11:00 a. m. 

worship service was Rev. Howard 

Mims, Pastor of the William Taylor 

United Methodist Church in Luling 

Texas.  His message was titled ñWhat 

Shall We Give the 

Man of God for 

Telling Us the 

Way.ò  Special mu-

sic was provided by 

the Second Baptist 

Mass Choir under 

the direction of Mr. Jay DeVaughn. 

The program included the participation 

of many of our youth.  Master Johna-

than Thompson and Devrin Thompson 

presented tributes to Rev. and Mrs. 

Jemerson.  Miss Kashe Powell intro-

duced the guest speaker and Master 

Cortney Nious extended words of wel-

come to our visitors.  We were also 

blessed by the singing of the "Cherub 

Choirò led by Mrs. Rose Joseph and 

Mrs. Wanda Smith.   The Pastor and 

Mrs. Jemerson expressed their grati-

tude for the Appreciation Service.  Fol-

lowing the worship service, there was 

a time of fellowship which included a 

celebration dinner with the Jemerson 

family which was prepared by Mrs. 

Ella Saine and her staff.   

It was indeed a spirit filled worship 

service as we honored our Pastor and 

his family.  To God be the glory for the 

great things He has done. 

  THANKSGIVING IN THE PARK  

The Annual Thanksgiving in the Park 

was held Saturday, November 19, 

2011.  Members gave to those in need 

and ministered to those living in the 

surrounding community.  Volunteers 

helped with clothes sorting, set-up and 

clean up,  registration, game areas, and 

refreshments.   

The Church gave 50 Thanksgiving 

Baskets to needy families. 

Mrs. Bridgett Lewis-McKinney served 

as the Chairperson. 

Rev. Jemerson, Deacon Carter and Mrs. 

Jemerson 

Rev. Dr. Robert and Mrs. Jacqueline Jemer-

son 

Rev. Jemerson, Mrs. Jemerson, Mrs. Pat 

Jackson and Deacon Ally Jackson 
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Youth Corner      By Mrs. Jacqueline Jemerson  

SERMON NOTES 

Each Sunday the youth of Second Bap-

tist take notes during Pastor Jemer-

sonôs sermon.  Below are summaries. 

 

 

 

 

Devrin Thompson 

Hebrews 12:1-3 

ñTake It Off and Run The Raceò 

 Many people go through life pas-

sively.  They will sit in the back seat 

waiting for something good to happen 

and panic when it doesn't. Peter sat  "in 

the passenger seat" next to Jesus.  Peter 

got out of the boat, and not only 

walked on the water but also on God's 

word. 

Peter said, "Lord if it is you, bid me 

come to you".  Peter walked towards 

Jesus not away from Him.  When God 

has a plan for you, stick to the plan, 

and when He blesses you, He wants 

you to come closer. The more you fol-

low Jesus, the bigger the waves be-

come.  Many people miss their bless-

ing because of bad weather.  Don't 

miss the mark waiting for good 

weather.   Step out of the boat! 

 

Sayvon  Frye 

ñAlways A New Beginningò 

2 Corinthians 5: 15-18 

We need the power and presence of 

God. God knows us better than any-

one.  No matter what your sin, God 

still loves you, and you can be for-

given.  Satan tries to ruin your relation-

ship with God. 

God  is a holy and righteous God who 

changes people. When God comes into 

your life everything changes.  He 

changes bad to good. The world is 

filled with God's glory. 

 

 Malia Ellis  

ñEach Day Of Your Life Is  

Scheduled By God" 

Psalm 139:13-16 

 Christ died for you so you can have a 

new beginning. Time does not limit 

what God can do. God can turn hate to 

love. 

There is only one you. Are we really 

what we seem to be? You don't have to 

act the way you used to. Stop being 

phony about your faith.  Am I walking 

by faith or by sight? 

I live by the word of God. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Natalie Coburn 

ñAlways A New Beginningò 

2 Corinthians 5:15-18 

  

"Therefore, if any man be in Christ, He 

is a new creature. Old things are 

passed away, behold all things are be-

come brand new". 

Because of God there is always a new 

beginning. He can take your life and 

make it new again.  You don't have to 

act the way you used to act if you are 

a person of God. 

When you do wrong, that is not the 

way God's children act. When you are 

in trouble, God shows up with a bless-

ing to help you.  No matter what your 

sin is, God can give you a clean slate. 

Since Jesus came into my heart I have 

been changed.  If you don't believe I 

have been changed, watch how I act.  

When Christ is in your heart, change 

will happen. 

  

Omar Nesbit 

ñWhat Makes This A Good Dayò 

Psalm 118:19-25 

  

Some of us wake up with a bad attitude 

and forget what God has done for us.  

If you praise God in the midst of trou-

ble, He will bless you.  God will work 

in your life.  Stop your negative think-

ing. We should let our faith work "full 

time", then life becomes more enjoy-

able. 

Even though someone gets rejected, 

God has a plan for them.  We bless 

God by how we bless others. 

  

Dejanira Lamkin  

ñStand Up Straightò 

Luke 13:10-16 

 God allows Satan to test us, but He 

doesn't allow Satan to destroy us.  It is 

not God's will that we suffer.  No mat-

ter what you are going through, Jesus 

Christ is available to help you.  Do not 

limit yourself, let God take over. 

God has a blessing with your name on 

it and He will give it to you at the right 

time. Don't give up.  For every action 

God has taken in your life , there ought 

to be a reaction. You ought to thank 

and praise the Lord, and the Holy 

Spirit will move in your life. 
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Scenes Around SBC  

SBC Community Center Groundbreaking Ceremony:   L-R Commissioner Tommy Atkinson, Councilwoman Ivy Taylor, State Representa-

tive Ruth Jones McClendon,  Mayor Julián Castro, Bishop Sarah Davis, Rev. Robert Jemerson, and State Representative Joaquin Castro 

SBC Groundbreaking  L-R:   Rev. Jemerson, Deacon Pope, Rep.  McClendon, Dr.  

Milbrew Davis, Rev. Jemerson, Master Noah Kidd, Deacon Pope, Councilwoman Ivy 

Taylor and Mayor Julián Castro 

Men and Womenôs Day Honorees: (LðR) Mrs. Sandra Thomas-Ojimadu,  Mr. James Pickens, Deacon Patrick Lewis and Mrs. Madora 

Brown 

Men & Womenôs Day Co-Chairs Mr. Clarence and  Mrs. 

Ellon Williams and Rev. Robert Jemerson 

Men and Womenôs Day Co Chairpersons:  Mr. Cla-

rence and Mrs. Ellon Williams 

Reading the Scripture Lesson 

Mr. Kenneth & Mrs. Pamela Bell 

Men and Womenôs Day Guest Speaker Rev. 

Dr. Sarah F. Davis 


